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3 September 1944.

SUBJECT: Monthly Historical Report.

T0: Commanding General, Hq 88th Infantry Division, APO /86,
U. S. Army (Attention: Adjutant General).

1. Transmitted herewith historical report of this organization
(less 100th Battalion and Antitank Company) for the month of 1 - 31 Aug-
ust 1944.

2. FPrevious reports covering history of this organization prior
to 1 August 1944 were submitted to the Commanding General, 34th Infantry
Division, AFO /34, U, S. Army, to which division this regiment was for-
merly attached.

For the Commanding Officer:
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Adjutant. Gy
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4 Incls. S
Incl 1 - History as per par 13, AR 345-105, ij
with Exhibits "A" and "B". \

Incl 2 = Narrative of Events from 1 Aug 44 N

: to 31 Aug 44, :
Incl 3 = Unit Journal. N

Incl 4 = Unit Journal File (regimental orders,
maps, overlays, etc).
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{IISTORY OF LL2D INFANTRY PER PAR 13, AR 345-105 FOR MONTH COF

Original Unit.

1 - 31 AUGUST 1944
U

No change. Ll (N}

Changes in Organization.

Strength.

100th Infantry Battalion (Sep) redesignated as the 100th Battalion,
Lh2d Infantry., A442d Infantry (less Antitank Co) reorganized in ac-
cordance with T/0&E 7-11, 26 Feb 44 w/c 1 and allied tables, as
amended by Sec IV, Cir 122 and Sec V, Cir 146, WD, 1944, with an
authorized strength of 146 O's, 5 WO's, 2897 HM. All as per Sec V,
GO 132, Headquarters Fifth Army, 2 August 1944.

442d RCT detached from 34th Infantry Division. 100th Bn attached
IV Corps, 442d Infantry to II Corps, 85th Division, per telegram
Hg II Corps, 13 August 1944.

4424 RCT (less 100th Bn) detached from 85th Division, attached to
&8th Infantry Division effective 181200 Aug 44, per letier Hg II
Corps, 17 August 1944, Subject: Cperations.,

232d Engineer (C) Co reorganized according to T/C&E 5-17, 13 March

9 s directed by letter AG L00-2 Hg Fifth Army 5 August 1944,
1944, as directed by lett G L00-2 Hq Fift ¥, 15 August 1944
Reorganization involved changes in eguipment only.

O's WO's 2
a. At beginning of period 1 Aug 44 83 6 1741
b. At end of period 31 August L4 119 [} 1755
c. DNet inecrease month 1-31 Aug 44 36 0 14

otat

ions.

hhi2d Infantry was in bivouac at VADA, Italy from 24 July to 16 Aug-
ust. OUn 16 August moved to assembly area vic CASTELFIORENTINC; on

19 August vic GIOGOLI. On 20 august the 442d Infantry entered the
front line along the southern bank of the Arno Hiver, west of FICR-
INCE. Regimental CP established near town of SCANDICCI, approximately
three miles southwest of FLORENCE, remaining in this position as of
31 August 1944.

larches.

Rescinded by par 12, C3, AR 345-105.

Uamgaign.

a. Name of: Italian.

b. Duration: 442d Infantry in line from 20 August 44 to end of period.
c. Purpose: Destruction of German Army in Italy.

d., Authority: Commanding General, Fifth Army.
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7. Battles. FERIMS : .
ey | H 18
\l-..l_' (2 4| .'.-:»-r
a. Name: FLORENCE sector.
b, Date: 20 August 44 to 31 August 4k, regimént remeining on
the line at close of this report.
c. Campaign of which battle was a part: Italian,
d. Forces Engaged: German infantry, artillery and armored

forces, The 8th Co, 71st PGR was identified through
prisoners of war.

e. Result: 442d Infantry held position along South bank of
Arno River as ordered, sent out patrols and directed
harassing artillery and automatic weapons fire on enemy
positions. Neutralized minefields and reconnoitered
river crossings for possible future movement. At end of
period CPL was established on North bank of Arno.

8. Commending Officer.

Colonel C. W. Pence, Infantry.

9. losses in Action.

See Exhibit "AM" attached.

10, Present and Former lMembers Who Have Distinguished Themselves in Action.

See Exhibit "B" attached.

11. Photographs of Personnel, Important Scenes, or Events.

None available.
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1 August

4 August

6 August

9 August

10 August

12 August

15 August

16 August

17 August

NAEE&ATIV@ OF EVENTS va’ﬁ!g SSIEIE

442D INFANTRY

Training resumed. A mine accident occurred on August 2d i
Battalion area, causing ten deaths and one fatal injury. A crate

of TNT exploded while being loaded on a truck of the 109th Engineer
Battalion after a mine laying demonstration. Seven of the casual-
ties were enlisted men from the 109th Engineer Bn, two from the 232d
Engineer Co, and two from Co M, 442d Infantry.

The regiment continued with one battalion on the alert to meet a
possible amphibious operation from the west against the assigned
34th Division sector.

2d Bn and 100th Infantry Bn moved to Division Rest Center near
Vada, remaining until 8 August, at which time the 3d Bn succeeded
them. Passes to Rome continued to be authorized for a quota of
O's and EM.

A retreat parade of 3d Ba '- PR S V% P2 Emy-eo ing the first
combgt iqu-!l! --H“F"T" m to commissiongd status. 2d

Lt SBé= - -n-, er oon sergeant] had the dis-
tincfjion of beln adership an§ ability during
combg

s{é{;@c\uﬁ OF YHE ADIOTANT GENEAAL
Battle™ifo or partlclpatlon in the Italian Campdign were awarded

to the, LL2G ’ eQrQQb.le.tte.r 4G 200.6/351 P-0,
Hqg NAM ook : u:i}.:hbb '."&" 58 < o Awards. /ThlS
award entitles the regiment to carry & battle streamer on the regi-
mental colors and individuals to wear a bronze star on the service
ribbon for the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of Operations.

100th Infantry Battalion (Sep) redesignated as the 100th Battalion,
L442d Infantry. A442d Infantry (less AT Co) reorganized in accordance
with T/O & E 7-11 (26 Feb 44 w/c 1 and allied tables, as amended by
Sec IV, Cir 122 and Sec V, Cir 146, WD, 1944, with an authorized
strength of 146 O's, 5 WO's, 2897 EM., All as per Sec V, GO 132, Hq
Fifth Armmy, 2 Aug 4.

33 O's on TD to this organization relieved from TD and assigned per
par 11, SO 169, Hg 34th Infentry Division, 1l August 4k4.

LL2d RCT detached from 34th Infantry Division. 100th Bn attached IV
Corps; L42d to II Corps, 85th Division, per telegram Hg II Corps, 13
Aug Lh.

44,23 RCT (less 100th Bn and AT Co) moved by truck to assembly area
vic CASTELFIORENTINO, as Division reserve of 85th Infantry Division.
Distance of move - 58 miles.

442d RCT (less 100th Bn) detached from 85th Division, attached to 88th
Division effective 181200 B, per letter Hq II Corps, 17 Aug 44, Subj:

Operations. L ' JUL 8 1946
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19 August

20 August
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232d Engineer (C) Co reorganized according to T/O&E 5-17, 13 March
1944, as directed by ltr AG 400-2 Hq Fifth Army, 15 Aug 44. Re-
organization involved changes in equipment only.

Swimmers from the 442d Infantry and 100th Bn, 442d Infantry, rep-
resenting the Fifth Army, won the team championship in the theatre-
wide swimming meet held in Rome 19-20 August 44. The competition
included Olympic and national champions drawn from all Allied forces
in the llediterranean area. Pfc Charles Cda scored three firsts,

Pvt Halo Hirose one, Others on the team were: Capt Katsumi Kome-
tani (Coach), Pfe Yujiro Takahashi, Pvt John Tsukano, Pvt Kenneth
Oshima, Tec 5 Itsuhi Oshita from the 100th Bn; and Tec 5 Thomas
Tanska, Pvt Mike Mizuki, Pfc Robt Iwamoto, Pvt Jos Yasuda and Pfe
Asami Higuchi, from the 442d Infantry.

L42d RCT (less 100th Bn and Antitank Co) moved by truck convoy from

vicinity of CASTELFIORENTINO to assembly area near GIOGOLI. Remained
in bivouac one day.

On the night of 20-21st August, the Combat Team moved up into the
line relieving elements of the First British Division (Eighth Army)
and took over sector South of the Arno River, on the southwestern
outskirts of FLORENCE (FIRENZE). The regimental zone covered a
front of six miles. The 3d Battalion held the left, with the 2d
Battalion across the Greve River on the right. The lst Bn, 349th
Infantry was in reserve. Our battalions were supported by the
522d Field Artillery Bn, 232d Engineer Co, 337th Field Artillery
Bn, and 760th Tank Battalion.

Combat commissions for two EM were approved by telegram Hq Fifth
Army, 21 Aug A4, Technical Sergeants Takeji B. Kinoshita, Co I,
and Masao Chomori, Co F, being appointed 2d Lieutenants, effec-
tive 26 August Li4.

The regiment remained in position on the south bank of the Arno
River. Harassing artillery and automatic weapons fire were exchanged
with the Germans who possessed the north bank. Patrols on both sides
were intensely active. The rifle companies of both battalions main-
tained constant reconnaissance and combat patrols in enemy territory
and posted ambush patrols and listening posts at crossroads and other
vantage points to intercept German scouting parties. Capt Hempstead,
Commanding Officer of Co M, was killed on 23 August while leading a
combat patrol into Colembano, a German crossing-point. In the ensuing
firefight, & Germans were killed. Our other losses: Lt Potter, Co N,
wounded and taken prisoner, 1 EM KIA, 3 EM WIA,

Other typical patrols: On the night of 24 August Lt Graham and 1 EM
from Co K crossed the Arno and reconnoitered the far side. On the

| o

following night, the same officer and a squad from Co K patrolled

the south bank, which was found to be heavily mined and booby-trapped.
Patrols from Cos E, F, and G crossed the river on the same night,
obtained information as to the height and slope of the river banks,

depthof water, location of fords, and composition of railroad em-




25 August

28 August

August
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bankment on the far side. This information was necessary for possible

future tank movements and engineering construction. All patrelis: from
the 2d Battalion met resistance from German infantry.

&n incident of note occurred on 23 August. Following the Co M patrol
skirmish in which Capt Hempstead was killed, four litter bearers from
the 442d Infantry advanced under a Geneva flag, and evacuated two of
the wounded. Both our own and German riflemen covered the litter
bearers while they worked. Following this, 8/Sgt J. Kanaye, a medic,
met a German aide man under the same convention and obtained informa-
tion concerning the capture of Lt Potter. On the following day,
Chaplain Yamada, 3d Battalion chaplain, with a squad of 10 litter
bearers and S/Sgt Kanaye, returned to the scene of the action, and
once again met a German party under the Geneva flag and removed our
two remaining dead.

The regimental CP and surrounding area were heavily shelled by 170mm
and high-velocity SP guns.

Information brought back by patrols on the 26th and 27th indicated
that the CGermans remained in strength on their front, and had laid
extensive minefields along the river banks. A patrol from Co K, on
the night of 27 August, observed an enemy party laying mines by moon-
light. The patrol returned to their company and called down artillery
fire upon the Germans.

A Detachment of 26 Officers and 22 EM from the Brazilian Expeditionary
Force was attached to the 4424 Infantry as observers and to acquire
combat experience. They joined the front line companies and were re-
leased 1 September.

Un the night of the 28th, a patrol from G Co crossed the Arno and
penetrated 800 yards into the enemy positions on reconnaissance.
Znemy machine gun and mortar fire held up our other patrols at the
river line.

Four German prisoners of war were taken by a patrel from Co K. II
Corps had indicated a pressing need for such prisoners, for intelli-
gence purposes.

On the night of 30-31st August, five more Germans were captured by

a combined patrol from E and G Cos. The Germans were members of the
8th Co, 7lst PGR.

On the 30th and 31st, our patrols found evidences of a German with=-
drawal aleng the river line., This information was confirmed by re-
ports from the 6th Gordons, 13 Corps (British) on the right, and

the 6th South African Division on the regimental left. Enemy demol-
itions were heard and air observation disclosed that the Germans were
blowing bridges south of Campi Bisenzio. Prisoner of War and partisan
information indicated that the new enemy OPL was located South of
Campi Bisenzio and running east to the town of Sesto, with the MLR

running east and west through the southern edge of Prato.
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Komoto,

1
2. 0Oksada :
Se gtnke, Ife 30105690
4, Teshima, Pfe 38351198
5, Sakail, L Pfe 37347230
>« Mlyaya, | Pfo 37705318
. Teramae Sgt 30105053
« Shimada, Sumio F. fe 07464
9. Morik aunl, Harumi Ffe 30 %rﬂ39
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0. wol, Wellace T. s/Sgt 3
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14. 55893759
15. Te 30105282
16. B S 39085656
L7 S Ffc 30104551
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« Hiraoka, Norman I. Pfe 30104 ?
o Akami: Pfe ‘”lvébhd
e e IfC uuTL 51?
23, BPfe 39 7“1“{
oA I TS ‘7‘1 1599
2. S Soiose:
y 4 ‘ 1st Sgt 30103939
27. Nurakami, Isam T/Sgt 30104935
Maeda, Isamu Ffe 30104505
Matsumoto, Jiro Pvt 59916758
) Nishlita, Hiroto Ffec 30104998
3l. Miyat Raymond Y. Ple ?QW“ )
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