
Change in Local Italian Traffic Law 
Mandatory Winter Tires or Chains  

• UPDATE - Italian traffic law released on 8 November 2011, on the S.G.C. 
Firenze-Pisa-Livorno (FI-PI-LI):  

 

     Starting 15 November 2011 thru 15 April 2012 on FI-PI-LI  
      All vehicles shall be equipped with winter or all-season tires, or have snow 

chains on board.  Additionally, if snowing, all vehicles driving on this road must 
proceed in single file on the right side of the lane (no passing), in order to 
leave room available for emergency vehicles. This will become an annual 
requirement on the FI-PI-LI during above time period.  

 

• Attached is a list of additional roads in other regions of Italy that require 
winter or all-season tires or snow chains on board with date of enforcement 
for each area listed. 

  
 

• Legal Reference:  Atto Dirigenziale N.4105, 8 Nov 2011, Provincia di Firenze. 
 

• Fines:  Local fines for non-compliance currently range from €80 to €318.  



Winter Tires and Chains 

 
According to the UN-ECE-Regulation (ECE-R 30 and 54), EC Directives (Directive 92/23 EEC), and Road Traffic Ordinance (§36), winter 
tires need to be marked with M+S (M&S, M.S.). This applies also to so-called all-season tires, which are marked accordingly.   
 
Some useful information is also the “snow flake“  or “mountain” marking (in addition to the M + S marking), which certifies the tire 
passed a test on its winter qualities. However, this marking is not compulsory. The marking M+S is sufficient for a winter or an all-
season tire. The marking is on the sidewall. It specifies that the tire is still safe in mud and snow (better traction).  
 
In lieu of snow or all-season tires, snow chains can be utilized and must be on board (if your vehicle is not equipped with winter or all-
season tires).  For helpful information on how to install snow chains, the following link is provided:         
                                                                             http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXl5eiNEd_Y. 
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